TIFT MERRITT 

Songstress Tift Merritt is a North Carolina native.  Her father taught her guitar chords and Percy Sledge songs.  With her longtime band, she has built a unique and critically acclaimed body of work of sonic short stories and poignant performances.  

In her early twenties, though Tift had gigged by herself, she decided she was not very good at music and better suited for writing short stories. She and her dog Lucy started school at UNC to study creative writing. There, she met Zeke Hutchins, whose band had just taken a hiatus and who had decided to become a school teacher. With his encouragement and a big box of LPs from the 70's that they both liked, they stared a band.  Zeke set drums up in the kitchen of Tift's farmhouse on the outskirts town, and they practiced songs at her red piano.  The Carbines played Chapel Hill haunts like the Cave, the Cat's Cradle, and the front porch of the General Store in Bynum, NC.  Tift also made a guest appearance on the Two Dollar Pistols with Tift Merritt EP.  In 2000, Tift won Merlefest's Chris Austin Songwriting contest, and with the help of Ryan Adams, found herself with a manager and a recording contract with Lost Highway records.  The band headed to LA to record her first release, Bramble Rose, in 2002, produced by Ethan Johns. The record landed on Time Magazine's and New Yorker's top ten lists and was called the best debut of the year in any genre by the Associated Press.  Tambourine followed in 2004. Produced by George Drakoulias, featuring Mike Campbell of the Hearbreakers on guitar, Tambourine was a soul-rock throw down, Grammy-nominated for Country Album of the Year, even though it was really not a country album.  It was also nominated for three Americana Music Awards.  The tour opened for Elvis Costello, recorded Austin City Limits, releasing the performance as a live DVD, and made Home Is Loud, a document of the tour's homecoming concert in Raleigh, NC.  As the tour was winding down, Tift ran away to Paris looking for her mojo and, without intending to, started writing songs that would become Another Country.  Another Country was released on Fantasy Records in 2008, again with George Drakoulias and her longtime band at the helm.  Buckingham Solo, recorded in England, is an intimate concert concert behind Another Country, released on Fantasy in April 2009.   Also in 2009, Tift had her first art exhibit, Other Countries, bringing the journals and pictures behind Another Country to light.  Tift's latest release See You On The Moon, produced by Tucker Martine, is her most visceral work to date, and finds her doing what she does best more directly - and better - than she ever has.

Tift also produces The Spark for KRTS Marfa, Texas Public Radio. The Spark explores the real lives and processes of the people behind great works of art. Guests have included writer Nick Hornby, artist Kiki Smith, singer-songwriter and Merge co-founder Mac McCaughan.  Emmylou Harris, when asked about Tift, said, “I first heard Tift Merritt some years ago during a writers’ night at a small club in Nashville. She stood out like a diamond in a coal patch, and everyone there knew she carried a promise of great things to come.” 

In 2009, Tift married longtime collaborator Zeke Hutchins.  They live in NYC.  Tift loves surfing, singing with her longtime bass player Jay Brown, farmer's markets, independent record stores,  anything French, and thunderstorms.  If you can't find her, she has probably rented an apartment with a piano in a town where she doesn't know anyone and will be back before too long. 

SEE YOU ON THE MOON 

See You On The Moon was produced, recorded and mixed by Tucker Martine. Tucker Martine is a Grammy nominated record producer, musician and composer who has worked with Mudhoney, Bill Frisell, The Decemberists, Sufjan Stevens, Laura Veirs, and Spoon, among others. Paste Magazine named him among the top ten producers of the decade. Tucker immediately felt like family to Tift and her band.  They agreed wholeheartedly on the visceral powers of field recordings, flea markets, night caps and living by gut check. 

See You On The Moon was recorded to 2-inch analog tape in North Carolina with Tift's longtime band at Overdub Lane Studio.  The recording party then headed west to finish up in Seattle at Avast Recording Company.  They took Thanksgiving Day off before mixing in Portland Oregon at Tucker's own Flora Studio.

When asked about influences on this record, Tift's answer would include her move to New York City, three band members losing grandmothers in three weeks, the purchase of a 1968 high strung guitar, a fascination with directness, a longing for greater openness in music and personal disposition, and a general boredom with any kind of angst.

Credits include:

Tift – sings & guitars & piano

Zeke Hutchins – drums (Tift's husband and band co-founder)

Jay Brown – bass & harmony (band family member of over 10 years)

Scott McCall – guitars (North Carolina's best kept secret)

Greg Readling – piano & Hammond B-3 (original band member)

Eyvind Kang – violin & viola (Bill Frisell, Marc Ribot, genre defying string wonder)

Steve Moore – keyboards & trombone (Tucker collaborator, soulful genius)

Greg Leisz – pedal steel & guitars (musical superhero)

Yim Yames - harmony
